[Antibodies to type I and II collagen in rheumatoid arthritis and chronic cicatricial stenosis of the larynx and trachea in children].
Enzyme immunoassay with highly purified human collagen preparations and low (1:10) dilutions of sera detected an increased specific immune reaction mostly on collagen denaturated forms in 50% of 49 patients with rheumatoid arthritis. No correlation was detected between the level of humoral immune response and the major clinical parameters except those reflecting the disease progress. Similar investigation of sera from children with chronic cicatricial stenoses has revealed a group of patients with significantly elevated level of anticollagen humoral immune response, though in these patients this response is probably not specifically associated with collagen.